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in your issue of June 14th, I beg to state that I have arranged with
Mr. Reginald Harrison of Liverpool to send a copy of the same me.
morial, which was presented to the Council a short while ago, to every
Fellow who has not already signed. If the circular be returned signed
to either Mr. Harrison or myself, we shall then know who are in favour
of the desired reform.-I remain, yours faithfully,

GEORGE JACKSON, F.R.C.S.Eng.
I, St. George's Terrace, Plymouth, June i6th, I879.

SIR,-I beg to enclose you a letter to me from Mr. Spencer Wells, in
reference to the question of proxy-voting at the election of the Council
of the College. I have Mr. Wells's permission for thus making public
his views on a subject of so much importance both to the College and
its Fellows.-I am, sir, yours faithfully, REGINALD HARRISON.

38, Rodney Street, Liverpool, June 17th, 1879.
" 3, Upper Grosvenor Street, June x6th, I879.

"Dear Mr. Harrison,-I have seen your note in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL, and I think you, or any Fellow of our College,
has a perfect right to know what any candidate for election or re-elec-
tion to the Council thinks upon the question of voting by proxy at the
College elections; although it is rather difficult for me, while still a
member of Council, to enter publicly into a discussion of the matter.

" Last Thursday, we-the Council-were compelled to reply to your
petition that no alteration in the by-laws could alter the present mode of
election, that being settled by charter. The question still remains,
whether an alteration in the charter should be asked for by the Council
in order to legalise proxy-voting. No doubt, this question will be care-
fully considered by the Council; and, if the Fellows honour me by re-
electing me on the 3rd of July, I will endeavour to promote some
scheme by which Fellows may be enabled to vote without personal
attendance, if this can be done without sacrificing vote by ballot. If
we give up the ballot, we encourage what I think should be discouraged
-viz., canvassing. If we do away with the ballot, and vote by post,
clever circulars and stamped envelopes might lead many good-natured
Fellows to promise their votes, even before they knew who all the can-
didates might be. But, after all the candidates had declared themselves,
some such list as is now supplied in the library in July might be sent to
every Fellow, and those who could not attend might return the list
marked in a closed envelope, to be opened in the presence of the
assembled Fellows. If some such plan as this would satisfy Fellows
who desire to vote by proxy, I think the Committee, who are engaged
in revising the by-laws with a view to possible amendments in the
charter, would try to perfect the details of the plan. At the same time,
I should deeply regret if we thus lessened the inducement to country
Fellows to keep up their personal interest in the College by attending
at the election, visiting the museum, and joining in the annual dinner.

"Yours faithfully, T. SPENCER WELLS."

SIR,-In reply to your inquiry, I have not the least hesitation in say-
ing that I consider it a matter of mere justice to Fellows residing at a
distance that they should be permitted, if practicable, to vote by proxy.

I am, sir, yours, etc., JONATHAN HUTCHINSON.
15, Cavendish Square, June i8th, I879.
SIR,-The Provincial Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons will

regret, after the statement of his views on proxy-voting in the current
number of the JOURNAL, that Sir Henry Thompson will not seek the
suffrages of the Fellows at the ensuing election of councillors. The
application for a new charter, in order to legalise voting by proxy or
printed papers, cannot, after so very decided an expression of opinion
upon the subject on the part of the Fellows, be much longer delayed;
and, until such a right has been conceded, the Council is not really a
representative body, for the great bulk of the Fellows who live out of
London are practically disfranchised. It is only those whose leisure
and opportunity permit, who regularly attend the elections of coun-
cillors, except on occasions when some great principle is at stake, or
when votes are needed to help a personal friend in his candidature.-
I remain, sir, yours faithfully, WILLIAM WEBB, F.R.C.S.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire, June 14th, 1879.

SIR,-I regret that the charter is against the provincial Fellows vot-
ing by proxy; but I would suggest that no provincial Fellow should
give his vote at the College next month for any London Fellow, before
he has inquired of each candidate if he will vote that the charter shall
be altered.

Again, it will be well for each provincial Fellow to endeavour to place
Fellows from the country into the Council; and, if this should be
carried on from year to year, and provincial Fellows vote only for their
Fellows in the country, I think the end would be gained. There are

many London Fellows who have friends in the provinces; but it would
be asking too much for the latter always to attend at the College to
vote, as many of them live hundreds of miles from London.

I am, your obedient servant, HENRY HARRIS.
Redruth, June 17th, I879.
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REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.
TEIGNMOUTH.-In this favourite watering-place, the corrected death-

rate for last year was 17.5 per I,OOO, which is not so favourable as that
for the three previous years. The zymotic death-rate, and especially that
from enteric fever, were high. From the latter disease, 7 deaths occurred;
and 29 cases of it came under Dr. Lake's knowledge during the year.
In 12 of these cases, the source of the disease was not traced ; but the
causation of the remaining I7 was in intimate relation with the imperfect
condition of the sewers, favouring the entrance of sewer-gas into
houses. Evidently the drainage of the district requires immediate recti-
fication, and the house-drains need to be carefully looked to. Bronchial
catarrhal affections were remarkably prevalent last year, but pneunionia
was hardly so often met with as in I877. Whooping-cough prevailed
during the year, dying down towards its close. An epidemic of measles
occurred in the latter spring and in the summer months. We are glad to
hear from recent advices that the provision of a hospital for infectious
diseases is being seriously taken in hand.

STRATFORD-ON-AVON.-The report of Mr. Fosbroke for last year is
hardly a satisfactory one, since he has to record nearly twice as many
deaths from preventable causes as in either of the three preceding years.
No death occurred from small-pox, but there were three outbreaks of that
disease. Measles has been continuously prevalent for some years, and
last year scarlatina assumed the dimensions of an epidemic ; 17 deaths
from it occurred, the disease reaching its greatest virulence in Novem.
ber. Thirty-five houses are known to have been infected with the dis-
ease, and doubtless there were others of which Mr. Fosbroke did not
hear. Imperfect isolation and defective disinfection were undoubtedly
the reasons why scarlatina assumed such serious proportions ; and it is
satisfactory, therefore, to find that a hospital for infectious diseases is
about to be built in the district. The total number of deaths from all
causes was I65, equal to a rate of 20.6 per I,ooo. There is still much
to be done before Stratford-on-Avon can call itself a healthy place.

ASKING FOR LESS.
SIR,-As an occasional visitor to Bridgnorth, and one who, though not occupying
any official position, takes an interest in sanitary matters, and is in the habit of
noting any salient points of this kind, whether good or bad, I was certainly much
surpnsed to see in the JOURNAL that the medical officer of health for Bridgnorth
had applied for a decrease in his salary, on the ground that he had nothing to do.
I was, however, by no means surprised to read the statistics quoted by you from
the returns of the Registrar-General, and they seem to me so remarkable that I
have taken the trouble further to refer to them, and find that they admit of even a
more unfavourable interpretation than you had supposed. From local inquiry, I
learn that the municipal borough of Bridgnorth is composed in great part of a
sparsely occupied country district, so much so that, while the town proper is, like
all ancient towns, closely peopled, the density of population for the whole borough
is diluted by the rural portion to less than two persons to an acre. Now I find
from the Registrar-General's returns that the death-rate of the remaining portion
of the Superintendent Registrar's district of Bridgnorth is only iS per i,ooo.
The deduction, therefore, is obvious, that the rate of 24.9, given by you as for the
borough, would be considerably increased if taken for the town proper. Bridg-
north is, in fact, an old town, and we all know that old towns, like old houses,
require much care and labour, by no means "unnecessary", to bring them into a
satisfactory sanitary condition. Possibly the increase of the pig-population, noted
by your correspondent " Rondeletia", may simply be an instance of the " survival
of the fittest".

I may add that Dr. Mathias is a perfect stranger to myself.-I am, sir, yours,
etc., OLIVER TwIST.
June 7th, 1879.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS.
BOYD, Percival C., L.R.C.P.Ed., appointed Assistant Medical Officer to the Greenwich
Union Workhouse, vice W. T. Jackman, M.R.C.S.Eng., resigned.

BRUCE, Robert, Junior, M.R.C.S.Eng., appointed Medical Officer to St. Luke's Dis-
trict of the Holborn Union, vice Robert Bruce, senior, L.R.C.S.Ed., resigned.

BURNEY, Walter C., L.K.Q.C.P., appointed Medical Officer to the Workhouse of the
Greenwich Union, vice Philip Thornton, L.R.C.P.Ed., resigned.

CARLETON, John S., L.K.Q.C.P.I., appointed Medical Officer to the No. 2 District
of the Westbury-on-Severn Union, vice J. S. Collins, M.R.C.S.Eng., resigned.

DONOVAN, William, L.R.C.P., appointed Medical Officer of Health to the Whitwick
Urban Sanitary District, vice W. Joyce, M.R.C.S.E., wvhose term of office has ex-
pired.


